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^ We claim: 

1. An optical recording/reproducing apparatus for 
recording, reproducing or erasing an infonnation signal 
by converging a light flux onto/from a recording layer 
through a transparent disc substrate, comprising: 

(a) N optical heads. N being greater than or equal to 35 
2, each comprising: 

light emitting means, 

objective lenses, whose aberrations have respectively 
been corrected for said N disc substrates having 
diiTerent thicknesseSi each for converging the light 40 
flux which is emitted from the light emitting means 
onto the optical disc, and 

a plurality of photo detecting means each for detect- 
ing the reflected light from the optical disc; 

(b) N optical head moving means which are arranged 43 
below the optical disc and move the N optical 
heads in the radial direction of the optical disc; 

(c) disc discriminating means for discriminating the 
thickness of the disc substrate of the loaded optical 
disc and for generating a discrimination signal in SO 
accordance with the result of the discrimination: 
and 

(d) control means for selecting the optical head hav- 
ing the objective lens in which the occurrence of 
the aberration due to the disc substrate is smallest 35 
in accordance with the discrimination signal, 

wherein the selected optical head records, repro- 
duces or erases the information signal onto/from 
the opdcal disc. "3 
C 2. An apparatus according to claim 1, further com- 60 
prising backward moving means for moving the non- 
selected optical heads to the outside of the optical disc 
for a period of time when the optical head which has 
been selected by the control means is recording, repro- 
ducing, or erasing the information signal. ;3 65 
^ 3. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
disc discriminating means comprises: 
a cartridge for endosmg the optical disc; 



a discrimination hole whidi is fonned on the car- 
tridge and whose opening/closing state difTezs in 
correspondence to the thickness of the disc sub- 
strate of the optical disc; and 
detecting means for detecting the opening/closing 
state of the discrimination hole and for generating 
a discrimination signal. ^ 
L4. An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said 
disc discriminating means comprises: 
;a cartridge for enclosing the optical disc; 
a discrimination hole which is formed on the car- 
tridge and whose opening/closing state differs in 
correspondence to the thickness of the disc sub- 
strate of the optical disc; and 
detecting means for detecting the opening/closing 
sute of the discrimination hole and for generating 
a discrimination signal. ^ 
C 5. An apparatus according u> claim 1, wherein numer- 
ical apertures of at least two or more of said N objective 
lenses difler. ^ 

C 6. An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein numer- 
ical apertures of at least two or more of said N objective 
lenses differ. 3 

CTt. An optical recording/reproducing apparatus for 
recording, reproducing or erasing an infonnation signal 
by converging a light flux onto/from a recording layer 
through a transparent disc substrate, comprising: 

(a) an optical head having N, N being greater than or 
equal to 2, converging optical systems each com- 
prising: 

light emitting means, 

objective lenses, whose aberrations have respectively 
been corrected for said N disc substrates having 
different thicknesses, each for converging the light 
flux which is emitted from the light emitting means 
onto the optical disc, and 

a plurality of photo detecting means each for detect* 
hig the reflected light from the optical disc; 

(b) optical head moving means which is arranged 
below the optical disc and moves the optical head 
in the radial direction of the optical disc; 

(c) disc discriminating means for discriminating the 
thickness of the disc substrate of the loaded optical 
disc and for generating a discrimination signal in 

. accordance with the result of the discrimination; 
and 

(d) control means for allowing the light emitting 
means, which belongs to- the converging optical 

. system in which the occurrence of the aberration 
due to the disc substrate is smallest in accordance 
with the discrimination signal, to emit light, 
wherein the selected converging optical system re- 
cords, reproduces or erases the infonnation signal 
onto/from the optical disc. 3 . 
Cs. An apparatus according to cl^m % wheieia said 
disc discriminating means comprises: 

a cartridge for enclosing the optical disc; 
a discrimination hole which is fonned on the car- 
tridge and whose opening/closing state differs in 
correspondence to the thickness of the disc sub- 
strate of the optical disc; and 
detecting means for detecting the opening/dosing 
state of the discrimination hole and for generating 
a discrimination signal. 3 
C 9. An apparatus according to claim 7, wherein numer- 
ical apertures of at least two or more of said N objective 
lenses differ. j 
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10. An optical recording/reproducing apparatus for 
recording, reproducing or erasing an infonnation signal 
by converging a light flux onto/from a recording layer 
through a transparent disc substrate, comprising: 

(a) an optical head including: 
light emitting means, 

light flux dividing means which are arranged in the 
light flux from the emitting means and divide the 
emitted tight flux into N, N being greater than or 
equal to 2, Ught fluxes and deflect in different direc- 
tions, 

N objective lenses, whose aberratioas have respec- 
tively been corrected for said N disc substrates 
having different thicknesses, for respectively con- 
vergmg said N light fluxes onto the optical disc. 

light flux selecting means for selecting one of the N 
light fluxes divided by the light flux dividing means 
and for allowing said light flux to pass* and 

photo detecting means for detecting the light fluxes 
reflected by the optical disc; 

(b) optica] head moving means which is arranged 
below the optical disc and moves the optical head 
in the radial direction of the optical disc; 

(c) disc discriminating means for discriminating the 
thickness of the disc substrate of the loaded optical 23 
disc and for generating a discrimination signal in 
accordance with the result of the discrimination; 
and 

(d) control means for generating a control signal to 
the light flux selecting means in accordance with 30 
the discrimination signal and for selecting the light 
flux which passes through the objective lens in 
which the occurrence of the aberration due to the ' 
disc substrate is smallest, 

wherein the optical head records, reproduces or 35 
erases the information signal onto/from the optical 
. disc by the selected light flux. ^ 
C 11. As apparatus according to claim 10, wherein said 
disc discriminating means comprises: 
a cartridge for enclosing the optical disc; 40 
a discrimination hole which is formed on the car- 
tridge and whose opening/dosing state differs in 
correspondence to the thickness of the disc sub- 
strate of the optical disc; and 
detecting means for detecting the opening/closing 45 
state of the discrimination hole and for generating 
a discrimination signal. ^ 
C 12. An apparatus according to claim 10, wherein 
numerical apertures of at least two or more of said N 
objective lenses differ. ^ 

C 13. An optical recofSing/reproducing apparatus for 
recording, reproducing or erasing an information signal 
by converging a Ught flux onto/from a recording layer 
through a transparent disc substrate, comprising: 
(a) an optical head including: 
an optical waveguide form^ on a substrate, 
N light emitting means each for emitting a waveguide 
light into said optical, waveguide, N being greater 
than or equal to 2, 
N converging grating couplers, whose aberrations 60 
have respectively been corrected for said N disc 
substrates having different thicknesses, each for 
emitting the waveguide light supplied from said N 
light emitting means to the outside of the optical 
waveguide and for allowing the reflected light 65 
from the optica] disc to enter, and 
N photo detecting means each for detecting reflected 
Ught and for generating an information signal; 



26 



so 



55 



(b) optical head moving means which is arranged 
below the optical disc and moves the optical head 
in the radial direction of the optical disc; 

(c) selecting means for selecting the light emitting 
means to be aUowed to emit Che Ught from among 
the N emitting means; 

(d) disc discriminating means for discriminating the 
thickness of the disc substrate of the loaded optical 
disc and for generating a discrimination signal ac- 
cording to the result of the discrimination; and 

(e) control means for generating a control li^al in 
accordance with the discrimination signal, for pro- 
viding said control signal to said selecting means 
and for allowing the Ught emitting means for emit- 
ting the waveguide Ught into the converging grat- 
ing coupler in which the occurrence of the aberra- 
tion due to the disc substrate is smaUest, 

wherdn the optical head records, reproduces or 
erases the information signal onto/from the optical 
disc by the Ug^t flux from the selected light emit- 
ting means. J 
C 14. An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said 
disc discriminating means comprises: 
a cartridge for enclosing the optical disc; 
a discrimination hole which is formed on the car- 
tridge and whose opening/closing state differs in 
correspondence to the thickness of the disc sub- 
strate of the optical disc; and 
detecting means for detecting the opening/dosing 
state of the discrimination hole and for generating 
a discrimination signal. '3 
C 15. An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein 
numerical apertures of at least two or more of the N 
converging grating couplers differ. ^ 

16. An optical recording/reproducing apparatus for 
recording, reproducing or erasing an information signal 
by converging a Ught flux onto/from a recording layer 
through a transparent disc substrate, comprising: 
(a) an optical head including: 
an optical waveguide farmed on a substrate, 
light emitting means for emitting a waveguide Ught 

into said optical waveguide, 
Ught flux dividing means for dividing the waveguide 
Ught emitted from the Ught emitting means into N 
divided waveguide lights, N being greater than or 
equal to 2, 

• said N converging grating couplers, whose aberra- 
tions have respectively been corrected for said N 
disc substrates having difiterent thicknesses, each 
for emitting each of said N divided waveguide 
Ughts to the outside of the optical waveguide and 
for allowing the reflected Ught from the optical 
disc to enter, and 

N photo detecting means for respectively detecting 
said reflected Ughts from the N converging grating 
couplers and for generating information signals; 

Cb) optical head moving means which is arranged 
below the optical disc and moves the optical head 
in the radial direction of the optical disc; 

(c) output switching means for selecting and output- 
ting one of the ou^ut signals of said N photo de- 
tecting means; 

(d) disc discriminating means for discriminating the 
thickness of the disc substrate of the loaded optical 
disc and for generating a discrimination signal in 
accordance with the result of the discrimination; 
and 
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(e) control means for generatiiig a control sigiial to 
the output switching means in accordance with the 
discrimination signal and for selecting the photo 
detecting means into which the waveguide light 
enters from the converging grating coupler in ^ 
which the occurrence of the aberration due to the 
disc substrate is smallest. 3 
C 17. An apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said 
disc discriminating means comprises: 
a cartridge for enclosing the optical disc; 
a discrimination hole which is formed on the car- 
tridge and whose opening/closing state diflers in 
correspondence to the thickness of the disc sub- 
strate of the optical disc; and | ^ 
detecting means for detecting the opening/dosing 
state of the discrimination hole and for generating 
a discrimination signal. H 
C 18- An apparatus accordmg to claim 16, wherdn 
numerical apenures of at least two at more of the N 20 
converging grating couplers differ. Jj 

19. An optical recording/reproducing apparatus for 
recording, reproducing or erasing an information signal 
by converging a light flux onto/from a recording layer 
through a transparent disc substrate, comprishig: 23 

(a) an optical head including: 

an optical waveguide formed on a substrate, 

light emitting means for emitting a waveguide light 
into said optical waveguide, 

optica] path switching means which is arranged on an 30 
optical path of said waveguide light and switches 
the propagating direction of the wavegiude light in 

' N directions in accordance with a control signal, N 
being greater than or equal to 2, 

N converging grating couplers, whose aberrations ^ 
have respectively been corrected for said N disc 
substrates having different thicknesses and which 
are respectively arranged in said N propagating 
directions which are switched by said optica] path ^ 
switching means and emit the waveguide light to 
the outside of the optical waveguide and allow the 
reflected light from the optical disc to enter, and 

photo detecting means for detecting the reflected 
light and generating an information signal; 45 

(b) optical head moving means which is arranged 
below the optical disc and moves the optical head 
in the radial direction of the optica] disc; 

(c) disc discriminating means for discriminating the 
thickness of the disc substrate of the loaded optical 50 
disc and for generating the discrimination signal in 
accordance with the result of the discrimination; 
and 



(d) control means for generating a control signal to 
the optical path switching means ta accordance 
with the discrimination signal and for switching the 
propagating direction of the waveguide light from 
the light emitting means to the direction of the 
converging grating coupler in which the occur- 
rence of the aberration due to the disc substrate is 
smallest, 

wherein the optical head records, reproduces or 
erases the information signal onto/from the optical 
disc by the light flux emitted from the selected 
converging grating coupler. Q 
C20. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said 
optical path switching means combines deflecting 
means for changing the propagating direction of the 
waveguide light by a deflection angle acooiding to a 
input signal, 
and wherein said apparatus comprises: 
tracking error detecting means for detecting a track- 
ing error amount of a converged spot which has 
been converged onto the optical disc and for gener- 
ating a tracking error signal; and 
tracking control means for changing the input signal 
to the deflecting means in accordance with said 
tracking error signal and for eliminating the track- 
. ing error of the converged spot H 
C 21. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said 
disc discriminating means comprises: 
a cartridge for enclosing the optical disc; 
a discrimination hole which is formed on the car- 
tridge and whose opening/closing state differs in 
correspondence to the thickness of the disc sub- 
strate of the optical disc; and 
detecting means for detecting the opening/cloang 
state of the discrimination hole and for generating 
a discrimination signal. 3 
An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein said 
disc discrimination means comprises: 
a cartridge for enclosing the optical disc; 
a discrimination hole which is formed on the car- 
tridge and whose opening/closing state diflers in 
correspondence to the thickness of the disc sub- 
strate of the optica] disc; and 
detecting means for detecting the opening/closing 
state of the discrimination hole and for generating 
a discrimination signal, p 
C 23. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein 
numerical apertures of at least two or more of the N 
converging grating couplers difler. Q 
^24. An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein 
numerical apertures of at least two or more of the N 
converging grating couplers diflier. 
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25. A method of 

recording /rep reducing an 

information signal onto/from 
any of N types (where N ^ 2) of 
optical discs having first 

layers of different 

thicknesses, each of said 
optical discs haying at least 
said first layer which is 
transparent and a second layer 

which is for storing 

information, said method 

comprising ; 

fa) emitting a light flttx 
from a semiconductor laser, 

(b> converging said light 
flux to a light spot on said 
second layer of one disc of 
said N types of optical discs 
by employing a converging 
optical system, 

(g) receiving said light 
flux reflected from said one 
disc by a photo detector, 

(d) generating an output 
signal from said photo detector 
in accordance with said 
received light flux, and 

(e) discriminating the 
t ype of said one disc among 
said N types of optical discs 
by said output signal from said 
photo detector, and changing a 
diameter of said light spot in 
accordance with the thickness 
of said first layer of said one 
disc. 

26. The method according 
to claim 25. wherein step fb) 

comprises operating said 

converging optical system to 
converge said light spot in 
accordance with the relation D 
« X/NA. where D is the diameter 
of the light spot. X is the 
wavelength of the light flux 
generated by the semiconductor 
laser, and NA is the numerical 
aperture of the converging 
optical system. 

27. The method according 



to claim 25 . further comprising 
operating a signal processing 
unit to generate, responsive to 
one of (i> receipt of a 

reproduction signal . 

corresponding to said output 
signal. from said photo 
detector and (ii) receipt of 
recording data for recording on 
said one disk, a signal for 
performing one of a reproducing 
operation and a recording 
operation on said one disc; and 
controlling generation of the 
output signal of said signal 
processing unit. 

28 . A method of 

re cor ding /reproducing an 

information signal onto/from 
any of N types (where N :^ 2) of 
optical discs having first 

1 ayer s of dif f eren t 

thicknesses. each of said 
optical discs having at least 
said first layer which is 
transparent and a second layer 

which is for storing 

information, said method 

comprising; 

(a) emitting a light flux 
from a semiconductor laser. 

(b) operating a converging 
optical system to converge said 
light spot with a dicuaeter Dl 
on said second layer of a first 
disc of said optical discs, 
said first disc having a first 
layer of thickness dl. and to 
converge said light spot with a 
diameter D2 on said second 
layer of a second disc of said 
optical discs, said second disc 
having a first layer of 
thickness d2 larger than said 

thickness dl . wherein Dl is 

smaller than D2 . 

(c) receiving said light 
flux reflected from said first 
and second discs by a photo 
detector . 

(d) generating an output 
signal from said photo detector 
in accordance with said 
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received light flux, and 

(&) discriminating the 
type of said first and second 
discs amnnq said N types of 
optical discs bv said output 
signal from said photo 
detector , 

29, The method according 
to claim 28 , wherein said first 
disc has a higher recording 
density than that of said 
second disc, 

30. The method according 
to claim 28, further comprising 
operating a signal processing 
unit to generate, responsive to 
one of fi) receipt of a 

reproduction signal , 

corresponding to said output 
signal. from said photo 
detector and (ii) receipt of 
recording data for recording on 
said one disk, a signal for 
performing one of a reproducing 
operation and a recording 
operation on said first and 
second discs; and controlling 
generation of the output signal 
of said signal processing unit. 



